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PROSPECTUS OF THE WASHINGTON
AMERICAN.

We can hardly think it necessary to urge
‘upon those who hold that Americans ought to
le America, the importance of havinga paper
E the seat of the Fvdernl Government, which
ghall enunciate snd advoeate the doetrines o
the American party.

A paper issued from any of the great centres
of & nation, but especially from the political
Metropolis, in the present age, not in this
country o‘:}y, but in Great Britain, France, and
wherever there is the least freedom of discus-
sion, is & medium through which those hold-
ing similar sentiments in regard to public af-
fairs and public policy, may make known, dis-
cuss and defend their views, and expose the
impropriety of the principles, and the impoliey
of the mensures of their antagomsts. It should
earnestly labor to give a er direction to

* public opinion by enlightening the public

mind.

Phe Asuricax is the only paper published
at thegeat of the Federal Government which
advocates Americon doctrines; the only sen-
tinekof the party stationed where a near and
clear view can be had of the movements and
doings of their opponents at their headquarters,
Here political information concentrafes, and
from hence it radiates to every part of the em-
m:» arty mensures and movements are

ined, and political eampaigns planned ;
here & and thwarted,
rear politi-
cians most do congregate; here, in short, is

the centre of thsgmt.f‘omul maelstrom in
which so many thousands are constantly plung-
ing and forever gyrating.

here th which it can make known
all people its aims and opinions, and
which shall also refute the ealumnies that are

from time to time uttered against it through
ignorance or aless excusable motive; and we,
therefore, take hope that the AuMEricAx, stand-
ing, as it will stand, upon the platform of the
American party, Avmﬁng. a8 it will advo-
the paramount rights of mative-born citi-
eschewing, as it will eschew, all interfer-
with slavery as a national concern, and
taining, a8 it will maintain, perfect free-
dom of opinion and of conscience in religion,
will find favor in the cyes of all truly patriotic
citizens in theland, and commend itsell to their
generous rt.

Lest ':I;;:lp; not have been specific onnui:h
in declaring our principles, we add, that the
Farewsun e Father of his coun-
try, as illustrated by the broad light of his ad-
ministration, is our political text-book snd vade
mecwm ; and shall be our compass and chart.
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ness of

PLATFORM

Of the American Parly, adopted at the session\of the
National Council, June 2, 1557,

*st., An bumble scknowledgment to ‘hh.nlod
for His ng care voue
m m in MMMH Revolutionary
ttrupgle, and hitherto manifested to us, their de-
mt&lll.hllu tion of the liberties, the
in -l:‘pnhnu, tho nnion of these States.

A tion of the Federal Union, as
the palladium of our civil and religious liberties,
and ihe only sure bulwark of American Indepen-
dence,

8d. Americans must rule America, and to this
ond native-horn citizens should be selected for all
Btate, Federal, and municipal offices or govern-
me t loyment. in pref to all others:
wav. rth
1 tn, Persona born of American parcpts residing
temporurily abroad, should be entitled to all the
rights of native-bocn cilizons ; but

Sth, Nop fould be selected for }th:ll!
slati whether of vative or ,) who

:“Lt any allegi or obligation of any de-
soription to any loreign prince, potentite or power,
or who reluses 10 the. Fodoral and State
constitutions ( each within its sphere ) ns puramount
to ull other lawa, as rules of political action.

6th. The recognition and mainte-
nance of the reserved righta of the several States,
and the cultivation of harmony and Iraternsl good
will, between the oitizens of the soveral States, and
to this end, non- by Con with
questions solely to the individual
:hmmﬂ not-intorvention by vach State with
the affuira of any other Stato.
Tth. The of the g\luol tho natives
born and t.::’a_ulm ol the Ul:ib:'drSHutna,
any Territory the eol, to
mm% il laws, lnrn{ to regulni.n
their demestic and social afair inmlhr;f nwn]mndn,
subject only to the provisions of the Foderul Con-
a.itution, l’hh the ptirllnp of admission into the
Union woensever they huve the requisite popula-
tlon for one Representative in Congress. Provided
.hF.Mmlmt thoss who are citizone of
the United nummm the eonstitution and laws

T e 1o yortsipste o toe e,
suci to ©
lhd.rthmw‘ tution, or in the enactment of
laws for said Territory or State.

8th. An enforcement of the pﬂ::.!plqu:hnl 1o
Btate or Territory onght to ndmit others shan citi-
nons of the United &ﬁ“la the right of suffrage,
or of politieal A
in ﬁ;ml::- @ natoralisation,
making » conlinned res: o14wenty-one years,
dl_lh:ﬂhudahh provided for, v indispen-

tor cithsenahip horenl cr, and ex-
paup: and eonvioted of erime,
from landing or ro( 3 but no interference

%

: ﬁh a1y union between Church
and State ; no inturerence with religions faith, or

'4%‘ “&% into an
Free uventigation
v nhuses of Maﬁulﬂm,mg

tion of Mr. Crittenden's Speech on the admis-

sion of Kansas, We have so many demands

for the Speech from the South and West, that

we are constrained to this course,
SPEECH

oF
N
J. J. CRITTENDEN,
OF KENTUCKY,
The Admission of Kansas into the Union
und:r the Lecompton Constitution,

DELIVERED
In Toe Sexate or T Usirnp SraTes,
Mareh 17 1858,

The Senate having under consideration the bill to
admit Kansas into the Union as a State—

Mr. CRITTENDEN aid :

1 feel how inadequate I am, Mr, President, to
add anything to the varipus arguwents that have
been employed ou this subject during the long dis-
cussion t.hwu&t;:lhich wi have passed; and yot [
ghould not my duty, according to my viewa,
if' I omitted to express my sentiments and feelings
on the subject before the Senate, T jp ot intend
to vecupy your time with exordlaue, sie. The right
of the people to govern themaelven in the at;m‘w
ciple upon which our Government and our insti-
tutions all It seems to e that this great
prineiple is involved in the present subjeet.

The President of the United States communi-
cat: d to us an instrument called the constitution of
the people of the Tervitory of Kunsas, and he has,
with unusual earnestness, advised and recommended
to us to admit Kuansas under that constitution, as
a Btate into this Union, The question, as it bas
presented itself to my mind, involves un inquiry
as to the matters of fict bearing upon this instru-
ment of writing, and whether these authorize us to
regurd this instrument a8 the constitution of the
people of Kansas. Is it their constitution ¥ Docs
it embody their will? Does it come here vuder
such sanctions that we are obliged to regard it, or
ought to regard it, a8 the permanent, fundamental
law and constitution of this new State? 1 do not
think it comes with such a sanetion, or ought to be

regarded as the ution of the people of Kan-
sas. Bir, 1 shall not occupy your time long on this
point, :

What are the evidenced that itisso? It is made
by & convention, to be sure, called under the au-
thority of an act of the Legislature of Kansas, Tt
is made by delegates regularly elected by this peo-
ple, und prima facie it would appear thut it had
the uncl.f:m of the people of Kansas; but I think
there are evidences of u higher charavtor to show
that it is not so, that it is but in appesrance & con-
stitution, and not in reality.

Tu the first place, the fuct is established beyond
all eontroversy that an overwhelming majority of
the people of Kansas are apposed to this instru-
ment as their constitution, The two highest offi-
cers of the Federal Government lutely there under
appointment from the President of the United
States, Governor Walker and Sceretary Stunton,
both assure us of that fact upon their personal
| knowledge. That is high evidenes to establish the
| fuct that it is sgainst the will of an overwhelming
majority of the people upon whom it is to be im-

a8 & constitution.

That constitution in part wos sabmitted to the

ple. I shall not stop now to inquire how it
was submitted, whether fairly or not. A part of
it was submitved, however, and, upon a vote lake:
by the people on the clause thus submitted, it
received six thousand votes, and a little more,
These are the sanctions with which it comes to
us. To this extent, it would seem to bave the
lar approbadon. But, sir, when you come to

k a litt e further into the investigations which
have taken place in that Territory, it appears thut
of those six thousand votes, about three thousand
were fictitious and fraudulent. That is reported
to us by the minority reports of our Committee on

Territories; that is verificd to us by the procla- |

mation issued by the President of the Council and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
Territorial Legislature of Kansas, These high ofi-
| cinle, who were invited by Mr. Calbioun to witness
| the counting of the votes which were returned to
him, certify from their personal kpowledgoe that
| more than two thpusand of the three thoussnd
votes which were given at three precincts in the
counties of Johnzon and Leavenworth were fieti-
tious votes, 1 only eall your attention to thia in
order that it may appear truthfully who it was that
approved of this constitution.
That vote was token ou the 21st of Decembor.
Beforo that vote was taken, however, a Legisa-
| ture, which was elected in October last, and which

. : met on the call of the acting Gayernor, Mr, Stan-

ton, in December, passed an net postponing that

| wote from the 218t of Deccmber to the 4ih of Jun-

| uaty. On the 4th of January, under the provia-
jons of that set, a gquestion was takes opon the
constitution itself broadly. It provided that the
question ghould be taken wpon the Lecompton
constitution withi- elavery, vpon the Lecompion
constitution without slavery, and gencrally upon

the coustitution itsell. Upon that corasion, over |

| ton thousand voted ngaiust the ecnstitation ; and
{ the Legislature of the Territory of Kansas bave
passed resolutions unanimously protesting agninst
the reception by Congress of this instrument as
the constitution of the State, declaring that it was
| obtained by fraud, and that it bas 1ot the mnetion
| or eoncurrence of any, except n small minority of
| the people. This is the substance of.their reso.
|
|

| lutions.

Now, | nsk you, sir, upon this evidence, ns a
| judge, to sy whether thie is the constituton of
the people of Kausas or not? whether the evic
dence before you is that it is an Instrument signi.
| fying their will and declaring that gonoral and por-
| manent law upon which they wish their govern.
meut to be founded? Unless you shut your eyves
to the vote taken on the 4th of Javuary, here is
a dircet populnr evidence and protest against the
counstitation ; and, even sapposing the whole of
the six thoussnd votes which were given for it on
the 218t of December 1o bo true aud real voles,
fuirly expressed, it shows that there were ten thou-
surrd other people in th- Territory of Kansas who
nre opp to this fustrument and who have legit-
imately declared their oppodition,  Here |8 the
| solewn net of the Legisinture of the Territory pro-

testing agninst it. Those are recorded ovidencen, as
much s0 asthe consiitution itelfis n record, having
the same Jegal sanctions and the sme lr.u] thils to
our faith aml our confidevee. How are you, in
law, to make any diffcronce between these testi
moninls; to sy that you will give o iFct to ane and
will rejoct the other ; that you will give effect to
that which testifies fur the minority ol the people,
wnrd will rejoct that which testifies for t' o wajority
of the people; that you will aceept that which was
firat givon, and reject the last expressions of the
popular will ¥
It 1% these lmt exprossions of the popular will
that ought to govern on cvery principle, just as
mueh as that & fornet law most yicld to n snhse-
went law in any point of conflict botween them
%he last evidence, then, is the vote of the peopl

WASHINGTON, D. C, SATURDAY, MAY 22, 185,

I~ We to-day commence (ho republica- | ganic law, is there auything anywhere thiat forbids

ity Noj nothing,

tution itself, in whole, aud not in part, was to be
submitted to the prlo. The Governor had so
contemplated, and had so essured and promised
the peopl The President that it was
ouly submitted in part. He that the entire
conatitution wis not submitted. Though he ac-
cepts a8 an equivalent the partial submission, he
regrets that it was not submitted as a whole.

The Territorial Legislature, nfier this constito-
tion was published, immediately passed a law to
have o vote taken upou the entire ponstitution—
the very course which the President had preferred,
and to which My, Walker pledged hi What
do they do but carry out apvd act in perfeet accord-
ance with the wishes and opinions of the Presi-
dent and Governor?  And yet the President, who
waa for a general submission, and would have pre-
furred it, snys the act of the Legislature, in aceord-
anee with hia opinion, is a mere pullity,. Why?
Beecause, he says, by the previous acts of the peo-
ple and of the territorinl government the Territory
was 80 fur prepared for admission into the Union
ns u Srite.  That is the reason. He gives yo ap-
plication of it, but announces as a reason that it
wag 8o far prepared because the coustitution had
been made, ready to be offered to Congress, though
that con titution had not _\re;.b;q: submitted o
the peoople when thiglaw was passed.  That wus
her condition ; that was the preparation she had
made, The only prepuration wus, that under the
nuthority of o previous Territorial Legislature, a
convention had been held, and a constitution made
und published.

That wus the gondition of her preparation; and,
because of that preparation, the President says
that the Territorinl Legislature had no power
whatever 1o pasd & law to take a popular vote
upon the adoption of that constitution, to sce
what the people thought of it; to collect the evi-
denens of the public willl  What could the Terri-
torinl Legislature do, to satisfy themselves, to
gitisly the country, to satisfy the just rights of
the people, but to say a vote shall be taken on the
4th of January next, in which all the people ghall
deelure their ugsent to, or disapprobation of, this
constitution ua an eotive jnstruwent? What is
there in the preparation above refurred to to pre-
vent it? What force had the constitution?
Could the cowstitution, unaceepted by you, un-
nuthorized by you, paralyze und annibilate the
legislative power whith your act of Cougress
had eonferred upun the territorinl government ¥
Does not that power, und all that power, remain
a3 perfect ns when you granted it?  And could
the power which your act gave be diminished or
lessened by any set of mere territorlal authority
It is palpable that it could not. No matter what
act might be done by the people of Kansas, call it
by what name you please—Ilaw of the Terrivovial
Legislature, covstitution made by the people—no
matter by what vuoe you eall it —the sopremaey
of the Goverument of the United States remaing
uutouched and unimpaired, and all the power of
verritoriul legislacou which it gave may be exer-
cised by the Legislature.

Of what avail is this eonstitation until secepted
by Congress, and the State admitted upon it?
Whom does it hind? Is it anything wore than a
proposition by the people of Kansas that “‘we shall
be admitied with this instrument, which we offer
as our constitution?"  What more is it? Does it
bind anybody? Where does it derive ita author-
ity? The orgavic law authorized no legislation by
a convention. The convention could exercise no
legislative power which Congress had given, be-
cause Congress gave its power to a Territorial
Legislnture, to be elected in a certain manner, and
to be exercised in a certain manner.  The conven-
| tion could exercise no legislative power. 1t bound
no ode. It did not bind the future Bute; for, until
you aecepted it, what prevented the people from
calling & convention the next day, aod altering or
modifying it according to their own views? Is
there anything of reason, of argument, or of law,
to support such a proposition as that the people
are resteained from making another coustitution
b cause they huve proposed one not yet accepted
and acted upon by Congress? T think vot.

In my judgment, we have a precedent which
ghows I am right in this view of the subject, The
ease is this: Wisconsin, theu under a territorial
| government, prosented hersell hore with a State
constitution, and ssked for admission into the
Union as @ State.  Congress admitted ber, but vn
the condition that her constitution should be sub-
mitted to a vote of the qualified electors of the
Territory—and, if assented to by the people, that
the President shouid announce that fact by procla-
mwation, and that thereupon, and without any fus-
ther procoedings on the part of Congress, her wl-
m'ssion should be plete and absol This
was the case of Wisconsin; this her atafe of prep
aration, What, under these circumstances, did
the people of Wisconsin do? Did they procecd
weeording to this et of Congreas, and submit thair
eonstitution again to the people, us required by
guid net?  No, sir; they pasged that act by, called
another coavention, applied to Congress at a sub-
sequent session, and were ndmitted into the Union
ns n State.

Was not their state of preparation grestor than
the preparation of the Territory ef Kansas?  Here
| Wisconsin was not ouly in a stale of preparation,
by having made a constitution, but that constitu-
tion had eived the spprobatiun of Congress,
l and ehe had been conditionally admitted into the
Unbon e o State.  Yet she considered that even
under thess circumstances, she was at full liberty
to avail herse!l, or not to avail hersell, of that con-
ditional admission—and conelu ling not 1o decline
it, ¢he made another constitution, aud was there-
upon admitted by Congress,

If they eonld do that, if, prepared an they were,
that preparation did not preclude them from making
another constitution, how is this less state of prep-
aration, on the part of Kansas, to preclode the Ter
ritorinl | egislature, not from performing the high
act of calling a convention, but dmﬁly of taking
another vote on & consthution which was yet o
e proposed to Congress? Can any reason be
sllown? No, sir, none, That constitation was, in
my judgment, inoperative ; and of gentlemen who
think differenty 1 would ask, how long would
it have operated ng binding on the people of Kan-
mis?  Suppose circumstances had veearred which
had prevented any application to Cougress for
years, how long woyld this jnstrament have re-
tained ite viedity and retained ita vigor and au-
thotity ¥ One year?  Two years? Three years?
Four years? low long? Suppose the president,
Callioun, bad put this fustrument in his pocket
and kept it there all the days of his life, would
it all the days of his life have restrained the peopls
of Kaosos from taking other stepe sod calii
other conventions, and making other eanstitut.ons

11 e authority would not have continned a life-
time, how long eould it continue ¥ No man can
st n limit ; and the conclusion, therefore, ia that it
never hal any binding influenee—at any raie,
ne ver such binding fnfloence (and that is all T am
roquired 1o show) as to have prevented the peo-
ple, if they had ehanged their minds after making
the frst constitution, from calling snother con-
vention, and resorting to all means necossary for
the ostablisk t of another constitution, and then

on the 4th of Japuacy, of ten thousand against it
and the evidence neaily cotmporancons with that
nro the resolutions of the Legislature of Kaisus,
protesting and imploting you not to sccept thia
instrument, that itis a fraud and an imposition
upon them. 1 want to koow why itis (lat this
evid s not entitled to our consideration and
to have e¢ffcct? The Prosident, it scems to me,
has s a most unsatisfactory rosson,  The

says that ‘in recowmending the adop-
tinn of this eonstitution to us, aa implicd in the
ndmission of the Suate, lie s net overlooked the
vote of ten thousand againgt the constitution given

to offer it to you, It is theirs to offer, and ours
to digpose of, and they are froe up to the last nio-
ment to make known to Congress what is their
will and what is their determination in relation to
the fund muental law of the State which they are
abutt to establich,

fa not this all perfectly clear to our reason?
Are thore any fietions of law; are there any tech-
nicalitier apringing out of these instruments, gov-
orning their foree and effect, to pravent this con-
closion ¢ Ia this constitution to be mads up into
a lictle plea of estoppel against the poople? Are
the little rules which weare to gather from West

upon the 4th of January ; be lins idored ity
but he holds it, and he holds the law of the Territo-
il Legislature under which that vota was taken,
to be mere nallities.  Why?  The luw was passed
by the regularly cleoted Legialatare of the Torri-
tory providing that a vote should be tuken on that
day ; and why not? Is there anything in the or-

inister Hall, the littlo sawn notions st law
that do well enough to decido little questions of
mowm and tun among A, B, and O, 10 be applied
as the mensure to those great and uovmla prin-
ciples on which Bestes and pooples rest for thelr
rights and theie libertien ? No, sir. This js &
great politieal question, open, free to be judged of

The President: had anticipated that the constl- '

————————
socording to God's truth snd the ts of the
le unrestrained, mmdmpdnd
g;urlryﬂnﬂonuby technieality which eould
prevent the tull scope of your justice and your rea-
#on over the whole

the pe:

e of M:nlnnl and iudnbl?dﬂa
t hp,] 4 proclaimed
:.u‘ t’or:lu with perfect hﬂ‘ogum‘lheir own !mﬁwm

before they come into the Union. There is no
e liea that great prinei
Here, it sepms to me, a that t p -
ple to which I adverted .::pﬁrll., mm people
vt & right to govers themselves, I mean, of
course, in subordination to constitution and law.
This people had no constitution, could have no
constitution, while they remuined in territorial
Eug;{mﬂ:um; and whe:l the nect of the Territorinl
egislature wus passed requiring a vote to
taken on this propesed constitution, they had
authority to pass that law. Their hands were not
bound, Here was s great act about to be duae, an
et Lo ' 0 ghve § & new eharadfer,
to give it new institutions, to put upon it & con-
stitution—that panoply of the rights of all. This
was the great act to be done; it is an act which
none but the people can do through themselves or
their proper representatives. Itis in all enses di-
rectly or by refirence the act of the people. The
lnws which they establish are not of that transient
chnracter Ifhicﬂ can be made to-day and repealed
to morrow, They are made for permaneney. They
ure the great immutable and eternal trathsund prin-
ciples on which all government must rest. They

are expected to be permanent. The people dele- | icul.

wero the constitution making power there, and
there I show you the fraud,

What further frauds there were I know not;
but this much & spparent—and later develo
wents show greater fruuds still—that in one single
precinct, where there were only thirty or forty
votes o be taken legitimately, there were over
twelve hundred; and under the investigation lately
made by commissioners in Kuansas, that upon
aworn testimony is stated to be the fact, In one
precinct there were twelve bundred fraudulent and
fictitious votes out of twelve hundred and cixty ;
seven handred in another, nod over six hundred
in another ; making in the aggrogate twenty-six
hundred votes in three preciucts, entirely fraud-
ulent and fietitious, written out by hundreds on
the poll-book after the election was over, put on
without scruple upon the poll-book, upon the
election return, put down without seruple durmg
the election, of those who were quulified, an
those who were not qualified; and that is the way
this constiution in part has received its sanetion.

But, sir, I think that we should take u very
partial view of this subject, one very uusatisfuc-
tory to our judgment, it we were to isolate these
facta which have direct relation ouly to the form-
ution of this constitution, and leave out all the
surrounding circumstances, It secms to me that

was on the part submitted to the people. _‘l'huy !

the proper and the just mode of regarding this
constitution is to consider it a8 one of n series of
acts, and see if we can find that the whole action |
und operation of all those nets were to lead to one

general purpose—that of maintaining by fruud

and by fulsehoud the power and the government

of the minority, aud their offices to them against |
the will of the great majority of the voters. I say

it is an act connected with all the other nets.  The

whole case is tw be taken, and every part of it

judged of in this tiot

| ow, what was the first act? That is histor- '
We way all spenk of it now, though we

from the time he went there, had been diligently
persunding all the people of the Territory 10 throw
aside this innction of theirs, come info the elec-
tions, and participate in the Government, For
this, Mr, Btanton says, Gevernor Walker became
the object of utter hostility to Mr, Calhovn's party,
They did not waut concillation. They demanded,
asthe same witness says, repression,  They wanted
penalty, not persuaglon. They did not know what
the result of this persunsion might be in the elee-
tions alterwards to take place on the coustitution,
It was necessary, thercfore, to mike provision

o - E————
fraud. 1608 vold for fraud,  If it 18 not void for
fraud, for that is rather a legal than o political
term, we present theso frands and this opposition
s & reason why you should not admit our Ter-
ritory into the Union under this constitution.”
That is the state of the question before you.
The compluivauts admit all the regularities just as
the President states theni,  Perhups they sdmit
the effect these forme would ordinarily have, but
they urgs other facts in opposition to the app;reul.
evidence of the coustitution itself, as 1 have be-
fore ad\fl:rl.ufi to. A mujority of the poople have

againgt the poseible effeet of these per

and arguments of Governor Walker; it was, there-
fore, neeessary to put in, though aobody opposed
them, six thousand votes for the constitution, they
believing that thut was a mojority of the greatest
number of votes ever given on any ocension in
the Tervitory, and so it is stuted hers. " They just
went beyond the lne; and for fear of rendering it
more monstrous, and the fraud more visible, they
woent just #o fur as the necessity demanded the
fraud,  They did not choose to use it superfluously,
They ruther husbanded it, to be used as the occa-
sion might require, und no more than was required,
I cannot shut my eyes to this fact. These prepa-
rations, then, in the kchedule of the constitution,
were made in anticipation of the vague dungers
that were npprehended. It was greatly important
to earry through this constitution, greatly import-
ant to preserve theic authority under the consti-
tution, There were two Scuators of the United
States to be elected. Al the officers of the State
government were to be constituted.  These were
to be the reward of those who had laboved.

These seem to mo to be preparations made for
finud; and when 1 come to compare them with .
the action which took place afterwarda, the design
and the act, the purpose and fullillment of it, make
the proof perfect. " The moans of doing it, the
menns of facilitating it, are given in the constitu.
tion, The actual perpetration of it wfterwards at

gate to others the erar of passing temporary and | disputed it at the time, The first Legislature that  the polls is seen. It is geen in the election upon

repenluble laws,

ey reserve to themselves the | was clected in Kavsas under the organic act, was  the constitution,

It is seen in the election of the

great right of passing those which are permanent | not eleeted by the people of Kausus, It was elect-  4th of Januury, for officers under the new conati-

and gun only be repealed by themselves,

ed by persons who were intruders from abroad—

tution, There is where these frands, lately devel-

Was it not of consequence, was 1xnot of import- who iotreded themeelves with arms in their  oped, were practised to sach an enormous extent,
ance to know the will of the people, whether they | hands, seized upon the ballot-boxes, put in their There is where these little preefucts distinguished
venlly did approve of this constitution which was  own ballots, driving away the legitimate voters, themselves.

ubout to be offered to Covgress—a law which,

and elected the members to the Legislature,  That

Another fuct ay be notiecd, that this conven-

when Congross puts its imprimatur on it by ad- | is the way™ the government of Kausas was inau- tion to make a coustitution were to meet, by law,
mitting the State, is to be permanent? Would it gueated. Those who hiad been driven from the polls, in Beptember, and go t their work. They mes

be any harm to take the vote over and over agnin, | those who were opposed to the periy that was  then,

50 loug as doubt remains? Congress has the
power. What objection could there beto it?  You
may say It is an unnecessary care of the peo-
ple's rights; you have had their decision once;

imstalled o power by  these means, conceived
such iudiipml.iou and such disgust that they pro-
claimed aloud, whether wisely or unwisely, that they
rel sl ull obedi to this spurious govern-

Did they go to work? No. Why did
they not ?  There wag an eleetion of the Territo-
rinl Legislature to take plate in the October fol-
lowing., They wanted to know the result of that
election ; to know Low tle land lay ; whether all

therefure, it i3 not necedsary to have it again;” went, us they called it. It is not material to me  was safe or rot; whether any point was neccseary
but out of abundant care, and sbundant zeal you whether their complaints are well funded and  to be guarded in the comstivtion ; whether thers

may choose to take it again and sgain, and ascer-
‘uin whether there may be change or variation in
the publie opinion,
it? Do you olject to it because it is tuking too

true, or not, I am endeavoring to depict the
course of things, to show their motives und the

into the territorinl government. They came to

were any wnespected majoritl, s rising up ; whether
there were any cbstructions in the way of ordi-

Who ean say aught against motives of the persons who were thus jostallid  nary frands.  They wanted to see what was the

character of the new Legislature, thut they might

great care of public liberty, paying too great re- their power by violence; they came to their power meet the cmergency and meet the exigency with

spect to populur rights? Nobedy will take that
un:

by fisnd. That was the complaint of the vppos-
ing party in Kausas. They renounced their rule,

any constitutionsl provision that might be neces-
sary to perpetuate sheir power. They therclore

Ru it mity be said you might delay the apili- they renounced their laws, refused to cpmmic ndjourncd to a day after the election. The Le-
cation to Congrees hy these ropeated elections,— themsclves in any way to their support, refused gislaiure was elected ; and that Legislature turned

You thust avoid that as far as you can. In
this case it has not delayed it.

to go to any election afterwards. They said,

out, noiwithstanding all the frauds that were

In this case *“What is the ns? This corrupt minority who pructiced, to be agaiust them, What then? The

this vote was taken before this constitution éame have got into power, who have in their hands the Legisluture being against them, now what is the pro-
before you ; whileit yet slumbered in the bands of  means of controlling the election, who are not too  vision they made in the cotstitution ¥ The officers
President Calhoun. = No objection can be made, good 1 do it, and who will do it, who have done of election, ind other officers of the Government,
then, that this was made the cause of, or intended it, will practice the same means; we shall be again  were, many of them, appointed by the Territorial
meiely for the purpose of delay. The result shows  driven from the polls, or, if not, they, baving the Legisliure. They thought, “Now, here has come

that it was necessary and propor. The result showa control of the elections, and of all the officers who in, in O

ber, n 1 ¢ npposod to us. What

that votwithstanding the vote of six thousand, conduct and manage them, will have what returns 80 likely but that Eae;r who have complained of
in favor of it, there were ten thousand who were mnde they please. We will subject ourselves no frauds from Government officials, willnow change
cpposed 1o it I say, therefore, this is not the more to the humiliation of attempting to execute the officers aud change the mode of clection ¥"

itution of the people of Kansas.

It may inn n right which we koow will be frustrated and What then? They declare in the schedule that

certain sense be a constitu jon offered by the con- defeated by fraud, or by force.” Under these im- all who are in offico now, ehall hold their offices ;
vention to the people of Kunsas; but which the pressions, aud with these feelings, which it is not that all the laws in existence uow, shall continae
people of Kansas by ten thousand majoricy have my part here either to jusiily or rebuke, Lut in existence until repealed by a Legislature which

rejected, have as lawfully rejected in the last vote,

simply to state the fiet, they withdrew from the

sliull meet under the State organisation under the

a it was lawfully approved by the six thousand first elections lest, by voting according to the laws covstitution. That rilonces completely the Tor-

voting in the preceding December.

1 say, then, Mr, President, upon the record evi-
denee, upen all the evidenoce, this is not the con-
stitution of the people of Kansas. It is not the

passed by this corrupt Legislature, as they con-
gidered it, they should secn to ack ledge s
authority and their allegiance to it

Now, what would be the condition of the wmen

ritorinl Legislataro, snd paralyszes its power. That
waa & security sgaisst them, and left the conven-
tion and its party to take the chauces at the
fugure election to be held, by their officiale, on

constitution under which they desire that you who had been installed into power in this way? the 4th d.ni of January lust, as provided by them,

shall admiit them into the Union,

Now, will you, - They would be pleased that their oppouents bad aud then t

ey were Lo make anotber final death-

againat their will, force them into the Union under  thus withdrawn themselves from the polls. In all stroggle for supremacy ; snd then, indeedsthey did.
s constitution which they disapprove? That is the elections to be held afterwards, this power of 1 have seen the report of the commissiouers lately

the question,

You know the fact that ten thou- ' the minority, however small, would be continued; appointed by the Territorial Legslaturn of Kan.

sand againgt #ix thousand are opposcd to the con- < a@a their envmics would not come up to vote, they sas fo juvesiigate the frauds. There this Gov.
stitation. You kuow that by the act of their Ter-  would be re-clected and would retain and perpetu-  ernment party did make efforts more than worthy

ritorial Legislature they entreal You not to admit

ate their power, S0 they went on—the feld aban-

of all their former practioes in fraud, in order to

them with this constitutioc. They tell you, more- doned by the majority—and the minority ruling secure the Legislatare, which, under the constitu-
over, a8 one of their reasons, not only that they everything in thisway. Look at the evidences that tion, would make Bevators of the United States.
disapprove of the whole constitation, but that it is | are before you {rom these high officers lately returne 1t wus bere that Oxford, that Shawnee, that Kick-
particularly bateful to them because the votes given | ed from Knnsas—Stanton and Walker, They tell apoo, distinguished themselves in the multiplicity
for it, or apparently given for it, were, o a great | you of frauds regularly perpetrated there ; and, of votes, feigned aud fraudulent.

extent, lraudulent and fictitions.

The Legisdature | although they liad thoughit before that the people

When you see such things as these in the eon-

tells you that nine-tenths of the people there are I‘ were acting factiously, that they were acting sedi-  stitution, when you see rueh things as these
opposed to it | tiously, that they were acting rebelliously in at
Now, would it not be strange, that under these | tompting to withdraw themselves from this gov-  men who made the constitution ruless in the land

b evindd

cirt wo , without any motive lor

ernment altogether and to act for themeclves, and

all around the constitution, when you see the same

daring the whole sime, do you not see that the

it that 1 koow of, as the common nrbiters of all | that their compluints of fravd and imposition upon  frands have been everywhere, that the jmposition

Territories and States to the extent of our consti- | them in elections were ruther affected for th: pur-  upon the people has been (verywhere ?

And how

tutional power, forco her into the Union? What | pose of giving cotor to their cotuduct than other-  can you exempt fom the contagion (if there was
motive can we have, what right motive, with the | wise, yet when they went among the people and nothing more than this goneral associntion from
knowledge ol these facts, 1o foroe ber into the | heard them, and learned all about the dealings that  which w iufor it) this constitution and thosa who

Union, and to enforce upon her this constitution ?

bad been practiced, they eould not doubt their

made it?  Judging from the positive internal evi-

I cannot feel myself authorized to do such a thing. | truth and their sincerity in the resentment which  dence that exists in it, and the ficts that surround

Of course I do wot impugn the motives and the
views of others, who, taking a different view, act
from impressions different fiom mine.

the subject as 1 do, it seems to me that to do this

they felt and in the conduct which they pursued
However unwine, [t was gincere cn their part.—

They act | They had been detrauded ; they had wrongs enough  selves,
upon one view, and | upon another; but, viewing | to sting aud humilinte thom, This s what these fraud—frand upon the ri

ollicers say. 1 kuow nothing about it ; we know

it, 1 canmot. I believe that to impose it upon them,

violates the right of the people to govern them-

I believe this constitution is the work ot
this of the people.

I do not undertake to ’l‘lrfu,-hai the freo-soilers for

i n plain, unmistakable violation of the right of the | nothing abont it, cxeept on the test mony, That the  their conduct. It i not my part nor wy province.

prople to govern themselves,
I have efdeavored to show you, sir, that this

is not the constitution of the peopls of Kansas, | teman here denled, is there any gentleman who disorderly, and seditious charcter,

according to the recorded evidence of their will.
It scems to mo, furthermore, that this constitution

ruling mmority party were capable of commitiing
fraud, we know, They began in fenud, 1las any gen-

diseredits the history which we all have of ihe
| fraude practiced in the firt election that was held

I should agree, perhups, with the Prosident, that
much of their conduct has been of & disreputable,
It may be
that it deserves the epithet of * rebellion,” which
the President applies to it. [ have nothing o do

s froud. It is not only not their constitution, I in Kansas? However we might doabt this, how. with that. | su not their advoeate. | have dis-

according to their will, but it is got up aod wade
in fraud, to deprive them of Cieir righta, [ belicve
that, and 1 think it can be shown,

The President of the United States hina furnished
us an argument on this subject, and it has been
oftentimes repeated bere in the debate—of course
a plausible and Ingenious argumont, as all must

adwit, even those who deny the solidity of the |

rensoning,  What s the asgument? The Prosi-
dent sayn that the sonse of the people was taken,
and proved o be in favor of éilling a convention,
The couvention wan called ; delegntes were elected;
those dolegates made a constitution ; that consti-
tution was submitted to the people in part, and
approved by a vote of six thousand, wken aceord-
ing 10 law, Well, all these, you will observe, con-
stittite o tissue, a loug series of litde legalitics, reg-
ulariticn, and technicalitics ; and the reasoning of
the Prosident is founded on technical poiuts on
cach of there fagtn.  You must admit all the facis,
Yes, sir, tho fucts are all e ; and il they alone
coustituted the case, the conclusion would be fair
and right that this corstitution has been regularly
made; that this constitution has been sanciionoed
by the people as well as by the convention. But
is there no more in the case than this?  There is
n great deal more in the caso than this.

When frands bave been alleged and charged
agairst L government of Kansas, gentlemen ‘ay,
“ Ah, but t frauds were in other eleciions |
whese foands do vot particularly and apecitionlly
tonch this eonstivation, or the proccedings which
led to this constitution.” [t suppose there were
frauda in relution to it: init vot somuthing if I show
you that, in regard to that part of the constitation
which wks submitted to tho people to be ratified
by them, and which was nothing until the .J::»pl.
had mgified is even nccording to the constitation
itsclf, there wan fraud in that clection, and abun-
dance of frand ¥ Bo glaring, so impudent, and so

ever we might bave diugreed, however we might
have believed or disbelicved hieretofore, ha e not
| every mist and doubt heen eleared away from
around thia fact, and i there one here now to say
that the right of eleetion was not trodden down
in the first election for & Toertitorial Legislature in
| Kansas, and that a minotity governmeit was not
elocted *  That they have contioucd that governs
| ment by fenud since, is shownu st every step of
their progreas

It was in the midst of thia self suspension of the
right of suffrage on whe part of their oppodienta,
that they ealled the convention by which this con-
stitution was made. Look at the constitution it-
self, O i own lace, does it not contain the am-
plest preparation for frand, visible and apparent ¥
Look at the internal evidence marked on its face.

rinl gove nment who bl before conducted elee-
tions—they aothoriged, by the schedule w0 the
constitution, Presideot Ualloun to take this whole
matter iuto his hands, to nppoint the officers 1o
conduct the ele tious, giving him control over that
official body, snd the appoi ent of them all;
and the returns were not to be made o any per-
manent oficer of the governmout, not to the Gov-
eruor, but o this same Mr. Calhonn, He was to
appoint the officers o condoct the election, reveive
the retuins, counut the ballots, and deelare the re-
palt  Well, Mr. Calhoun has performed all thin
business !

Another thing: every human being, in redpeet
o that part of the constitution which was sub-
mitted to the people, before he could vote for or
agninst it, wae required to swear that he would
support that constitution when it was adopted. In
| that constitution, thoss who framed it well knew
wore provisions intolurable to all the free-State
men in the Tatriwr}'. and they would not swear to

fonrless Lind frunds in elections become there, that
upon that very poll list, in one of:hughnolncu. (1
forget whether it was in Oxford, or Bhawnee, or
that other precinet that emulates there in ita char-
wetor for frand, Kickapoo,) you find that the Pres.
ident of the United Colonel Benton, and
the gentieman from New York, [Mr, Bxwann,]
were there, it seems, or fictitious votes wore put
in for them by somebody, and a long list of porsons
of that sort of figure on the poll-book st thess mis-
erable precinots as aotual voters.” That was the
vole on the constitution on Deccmber 21; that

t it They #o belioved and hoped and ex-
. This waz under the show of n fair olee-
tion. Not only have they scoured all the advant-
nges resulting from the appointment of the officers
to conduet it, but, 1o leave their consclences more
endy, these officers were not even sworn, There
was no provision for that. Bat every man voting
for the eonstitution, or that past of it submitied to
him to vole upon, was required to be sworn be-
forchund that he would support that constituti

Thie, it was sapposed, if
off the free-State men,

L

They pass by all the aworn officials of the territo- Y

approved of their conduct in many instances, There
were many bad men among them, as 1 believe, but
for them the law assigne its proper punishment.
The wmajority of the people have their political
rights, that remain, notwithstanding their legal
offouses. Tt is in thut point of view, itis in their
political character as the people of a Territory,
that we are now to regard them, Whether they
be more or lesa gullty on one side dr the other, s
not the question, | lear that veither party conld
take the chair of impartiality and justice, and be
shameless enough to attempt to administer re-
buke to the oth.r,

Onie great objection to thelr sdinission at all, is
that they have pot shown, by their conduct on any
gide, that they are altogether fit for associution
with the Sinten of this Union. A litile more ap-
prenticeship, a little more practioe of honest and
fuir dealing, » little moce spirit of submission and
subordination to law and authority, would be
wall bearved Ly them, and At and quality them
mueh better for citigens of the United Siates.
That is my opinion. | have, however, spoken of
thedr polivieal rights as men, and it is not for me to
sit in jodgmoent to condemu and doprive them of
the right of suffrage on one aide or the other, be-
canse of iravde committed by one, or violence
practiced ‘-? another, This is & political guestion,

It is snid, however, that the seties of legalition
and techoiealitien, 10 which | have alluded, of a
regular election, of & regular convention, of & sub-
mission o the people, and of votes of the people
upon all these questions, have beon regular ; and
what then? Tt is further said, on the other
side, that all the people had o to vote
and those who did uot vote forfeited their right to
complain ; and we are not to inguire whether there
wore any people who did not vote, or whother
those who did vote voted fuirly, and were entitied
to vote or not. It ia said we are preciuded by the
forms in which this tranaction is enveloped ; that

| the foimnl election, the fomal certificate of eloc-

tion, the formal constitution certified—these form-

| alitiea sro enough for us, anid that wo are not per-

mitted to look further ; that we ought not to look
farther. Sir, 1 do not think 8o, We ave applied

| o now o admit & new Sate ine the Union. The
| inatrumast which she presents as hor constitntion

it opposed by the people from the same Territory.

ng olse, would keep | They may, *thisjs not onr constitution; it is

our will; it is not' only ageinat our

Ttissaid, in this testimony, that Govervor Walker, ' but it has been imposed upon us by dovices

protested ugainst it.  The present Legislature, b
ité inguiries, huve daveloped the vast trauds I‘hicg
wore practiced in connection with, and in rela-
tion to, this constitution.  They say, * do not nc-
copt it; do not ndmit us under it; sond it ba ek ;
let it be submitted to u fair vote of the peop le.”
Bir, upon such a complaint as this, are we not
bound, in justice to that people, to examine the
whole ease?  Cun any Senator turn awsy and
refuse to look at the testimony that s u-&redl'
Can e be jusiified in so doing by naked legal pre-
sumptions against positive truth ?

Do not suppose that I would diseard all formahi-
ties, or the fuir presumptions redulting from them.
In many eases, and to many of the transactions
of society, espeoinlly to your courts of justice,
they are necessary, and they subserve the pur-
posed of justice. They were not made to sucri-
fiee justice, but to uphold it and maintain it
and protect it ns an armor. Thut is the proper
buginess of forme—not to erush down justice,
but to promote it.  'We are not now sitting here
goverued by any technicalities. This isa grand
nativnal political tibunal, to judge according to
our seuse of policy nnd our sense of justice, That
is our high province—not to be controlled by pre-
samptions of law when we can have the naked
truth, It is the truth that ought to guide; and
for that we ought to look wherever we ean find it ;
and where you find the truth on one side, and the
fiction on the other, which ix to be followed, the
truth or the fietion? I take the fact; I take the
wruth ; let the fetion return to those tribunals
which are by law wade subject to it. Thisis u
question above that sort of argument. 1t is in-
quirable into,  Else how can we judge that it is
their constitution? It is the fist time, I believe,

| that such a question has ever come up in the Sen-

ate of the United States. In all former applica-
tions for admission, there bas been one thing about
which there has been no question ; and that was,
thi willingness to be admitted, and the constitu-
tion under which they desired to be admitted.
Thore las been no guestion about the authentivity
of a constitution, or about its expressing the true
will of the people bicretofore, that I knowof. Iam
satisfied there has been none; but now that there
ia, we must inquire into the authenticity of the
nstruient offsred to us; we must inquire whether
it i# better, on full consideration, to admit this
instrument and the Etate with it or not; and, in
the exercise of that judgment, we ure bound to
look whroad for the truth wherever we can find it
I think, ther fore, these wmatters are all fhirly sub-
ject w our consideration,

Mr. President, convinced as T am from these
imhprfeet views of th: evidence in the ecase, thut
this instrument is not really the constitution of the
peop'e of Kunsas, or desired by them to beaccepted
by you in their admission ints the Union; believ-
ing thut it is not their constitution ; and believi
moreover, as [ verily do, that it is made in frau
and for a fraud; believing that these matters are
inquirable into by us, and that the inquiry has led
us o abundant light on this subject, I cannot, I
will not vote for it. Viewing it as 1 do, with the
opiniona I entertain, 1 could uot consent to her ad-
wiss on without violating my sense of right and jus-
tice; anid 1 would submit to any consequence before
I would do that.

Now, sir, what copsiderations are there,

frum these which [ have stated, which could lead
ma Ly give, or could compensate me for giving, a
yote against my sensa of what was right ard jost?
What advantage to our whole country, or to any
portion of it, is 1o result from taking Kansas into
the Union now with this constitution ? Ts anything
to be guined? Is the Bouth or the North to gain
anything by it? 1 see nothing to be gained by it.
I think there is sot o gentleman bere who believes
that Kaosas will be aslave Sate.  Before this ter-
ritorial governm ent was made, many of the leadis
men of the Bouth here argued that Kansas an
Nebraska never could be slave States. By tho law
of climate and geography, it was said, they eould
not. Sosaid my friend from Georgia, [ Mr. Toosns, |
and so enid Mr. Srerness,

Mr. TOOMBS, Never,

Mr. HALE, Mr. Badger said so.

Mr, CRITTENDEN. Mr. Kurrr and Mr,
Brooks, of SBouth Carolina, said so. The, opinion
was cxpressed by numerous southeru m.-u&mﬂ
that Kansas could neéver be n slave State. It war
for the principle that they eontended; and the prin-
ciple, the abstract priveiple, was a just one;
namely, the right of the people of the Territories,
when jorming a Siate governwent, for sdmission
inte the Union, to frame fur themselves such a re-
publican constitution as they pleased, elther ex-
cluding or admitting slavery.

Mr. HAMMOND, With the permission of the
Senator, 1 will ask bim, “Did I understand him to
eny that Mr, Kxirr had doclared Kansas never
would be a rlave Reate *"

Mr. CRITTENDEN, Yes, sir; a0 it is report-
ed, Mr. Hostea, of Virginia, sald :

“ Does any man balicye that you will have s slave«
holding State in Kansas or Nobrasks ¥

Guvernor Brows, of Mississippi, said:

“ That slavery would never find a resting place in
thase Territories.”

Mr. Dovaras said:

**1do oot believe there isa man in Congress who
thinks it could be permanently s slaveholding coun-
uy.”

Mr. Badger, of North Carolina, said :

“1 have no more idea of secing a slave populati
in either of them than I have olfmminl itin Ihm
chusotts.”

Mr. Missos, of Vieginia, said :

“ Xo one ¢ s it. Noone dreams
will be establisbed there.” S stoweey

Mr. Frederiek P, Stanton, of Tenncasee, said:

“The fears of northern gentlomen are wholly un-
tounded.  Slavery will not be established in Kansas
and Nebraskn."”

The lute Mr, Brooks, of South Carolina #aid, in
liis specch of the 16th of March, 15854 :

“ It the nataral laws of climate and of anil exelode
ns from a territory of which we are the joint owners,
we shail vot and we will not eomplaim,’

Mr. Butler, of Bouth Carolina ssid, on the 2d of
Murch, 1854 ;

“If twn Siates shonld ever eome into the Union
from them, [the Territories, | it is very cortnin thst
nol more than one of them could, in any
evant, be a slnve-holding State ; and [ have vot the
leust idea that eveo one would be.”

Mr Eeitt, of South Carolina, in his speech of
the 80th March, 1854, quoted Mr. Pinckney, of his

own State, that—

" I‘ml';i"-’n."- :;la thrmgw would not go

abore the line of thirty-six and minutes
by the la of ph | i

| |Ii.||lI the ;o':\th h?ilr::.:ﬂmg m‘m‘b“'

This ia all the authority [ have.
| Mr. GREEN. [ wish to inquire what book the
| Senator reads from.  'What is the title of it?

Mr, CRITTENDEN, It seems to be a book
written with the most Democratic pro-
pensities and {I‘qﬂer. Ivis " An
Appeal to the maﬁn&m by a south-
orn State-Rights Demoerat.” [Langhter.]

Mr. MASON, I soppose the pamphlet is anony-

mous. No name ia given.
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yos, i
Mr. MABON, The vame of the writer of the
PRI T™ Wil e gestiien b
T RN Will the _
114 h oontan denl of Ihemincratie
reading. [lan 00 The writer dm‘:
he was doiny groat servioe 0 the
p”l" L mll
I
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